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it to say5 the agitation was carried from India to
England and none was more useful to us there
than our friend Colonel Wedgwood. He arranged
meetings of protest and presided over some
of them. Resolutions were passed at these
after his spirited, but always dignified, speeches.
He carried the agitation from the country to
the Commons. In his Budget speech for 1919,*
he advanced many arguments why these laws
ought not to have been passed at all and why,
having been passed, they should be vetoed by
the Crown. cc In the first place, " he said, " if
the Indians, not by a majority, but by absolute
unanimity on the Viceroy's Legislative Council,,
say that they do not want that Act, then that
measure ought not to be passed into law. Con-
ceive what it would be here if you had legisla-
tion, not by a minority, bufc legislation against
the unanimous wish of this House. How could
you expect England to tolerate a law*
which was unanimously opposed by every
single Member of 1 his House ? When a law
is passed against the unanimous vote of every
single elected Member of Paliament, a country
is not likely to take it lying down and
* Hansard, 22nd May, 1919.